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January 20, 2005

Donor’s name and address
Dear Friend or Relative
I would like to ask for your support for a unique organization aimed at helping high school students become tomorrow’s technology leaders.     
I am a member of the Menlo-Atherton Robotics team, a group of students who will spend the next five months engaged in an international competition that will require us to design, build, and operate a task-oriented robot.  The competition is sponsored by FIRST, an educational nonprofit organization founded by inventor Dean Kamen.  Our parents as well as professional engineers and technology experts will be working with us as teachers and mentors.  
The M-A team began participating in FIRST in 2002, competing against older and better-funded opponents.  Last March our team, including many seniors who were founding members in 2002, defied the odds to win a regional tournament in Sacramento.  The team was then invited to compete in the international tournament held in April.  Because the team had never competed on such a large scale, some of us assumed the tournament would serve primarily as a learning experience.  Instead, we worked hard and persevered until the final rounds, coming very close to winning the entire tournament.  It was an incredible and rewarding experience for all of us. 
The engineers, scientists, and other professionals who help our team are volunteers, some of whom donate hundreds of hours of expertise to the team.  We also receive financial support from the Menlo-Atherton PTA, the Foundation for the Future, and the Sequoia Union High School District as well as donations from parents and students.   Although we keep our expenses as low as possible, our total costs for the robot kit, tools, and tournament fees are approximately $20,000.   We are asking for help from generous people like you so that our team can try to build the winning robot of 2006.  Your support is completely tax-deductible.  
I realize that at this time of year you receive many requests for donations from worthwhile organizations, and that it may not be possible for you to support all of them.  I ask that you keep in mind that your contribution to M-A Robotics represents an investment in tomorrow’s technology pioneers, and that application of engineering expertise will help prevent future earthquakes, hurricanes, and other disasters from causing so much destruction. 

Thank you for considering my request, and please let me know if you have any questions or would like additional information.

Sincerely, 

